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that any insistence on respecting such “silences” sprung out of Judah, as to which tribe Moses
is just “well-worn Restorationist doctrine.”
spake nothing concerning priests,” if Jesus were
on earth “he would not be a priest at
Likewise, two articles just published among us
all” (Hebrews 7:14; Hebrews 8:4). When one
in Alabama, assert that instrumental music in
tribe alone was named, the silence in respect to
worship “is neither scriptural nor unscriptural
other tribes, amounted to an exclusion!
because the Bible says nothing about it either
way” and that “if the apostles ever taught that
instruments were sinful, they never left one
word to that effect” (emphasis mine).
All three writers conclude that the use or nonuse of instrumental music is just a matter of
opinion and personal preference.
The Law Of Exclusion Illustrated
In Hebrews 7-8
These brethren (and thousands of others) need
a good lesson about the “law of exclusion” or
“the silence of the scriptures.” The principle is
clearly stated in the New Testament in Hebrews
7-8. The Old Testament law gave the priesthood
to the tribe of Levi without specifically eliminating other tribes by name (Numbers 8). But the
silence of the scriptures had to be respected.
Therefore, since “it is evident that our Lord hath
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Conclusion:
We must realize two things: (1) Any statement
that involves an obligation, must be treated as a
command, and (2) Implicit commands are just
as authoritative and binding as explicit ones! In
any positive command or statement, there is an
implied opposite – an implicit negative command.
As we read the positive, we draw an inference or
make a deduction which leads to a conclusion
about the negative. If we have correctly understood the positive statement, the inferred negative conclusion is decisive and inescapable.
Therefore, do not begin by asking, “Where does
the Bible say we can’t do it?” First, see if its is
excluded by what is specified. And if it
is, respect the silence of the scriptures!
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The “Silence” of the Scriptures
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The above titled article by Brother
Gary Workman, appeared in the
March 1981, Vol. 1, No. 4 issue of
“The Restorer” publication, in which
Brother Workman emphasized the
importance of our respecting
the silence of the Scriptures. His
article is worthy of our consideration:

ing to respect the “silence” of the
scriptures.
The Law Of Exclusion

Meanwhile, faithful Christians continued to teach and preach on the
necessity of Bible authority for all
Thursday
that we believe and practice. IncludLadies Bible Class: 9:30 AM
ed in that teaching was insistence on
the “law of exclusion” – that when
Sun. Morning Radio & TV
People everywhere are in need of
God specifies a particular thing
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either an introduction or a reminder (such as gopher wood in the ark
Lifeline, 7:15 AM
as to how to deal with what has ofor vocal music in worship) it exChannel 10
ten been called “the silence of the
cludes all other types of that thing
Search, 7 AM
scriptures.” It is failure to under(oak or pine in the ark
Living Word, 7:30 AM
stand and respect such “silence”
and instrumental music in worship).
Channel 33
that is causing some erroneous devi- The validity of the “law of exclusion”
ations that are now creeping into
Know Your Bible, 10:30 AM
is clearly illustrated in the classic
the worship and work of many con- case of Nadab and Abihu (Leviticus
Eddie Watkins, Evangelist gregations. But this is not some10:1-2). They did not violate a stated
prohibition, but simply failed to reeddiewatkins001@gmail.com thing new.
The
Introduction
Of
Musical
spect the “law of exclusion” and so
Office
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Instruments
“offered strange fire before JehoEddie’s Cell
773-0464
vah, which he had not commanded.”
Jen’s Cell
463-9085 It was this very same failure and
It is this “law of exclusion” which is
lack of respect that caused musical
gewatkins.net
otherwise referred to as “the silence
instruments to be introduced into
the worship in 1860 and ultimately of the scriptures.” And brethren in
general used to teach diligently on
led to a massive spit in the church.
these things.
Those with the lax attitude formed
what became known as the Disciples A Lack Of Continued Teaching
of Christ or Christian Church, the
In recent years, there has not only
main body of which has now in rebeen a lack of continued teaching on
cent times completely renounced
this subject in the Lord’s church but,
the concept of New Testament
in some cases, even an outright reChristianity and voted itself into full pudiation of it! A brother in Califor-fledged denominational status.
nia stated in a recent book that
Such is the inevitable result of fail“nowhere is the Bible silent” and
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News and Announcements

Worship Coordinator: Travis
Hampton
Gospel Meeting, Marshfield church of
Announcements: Ron Peck
Christ, Sept. 10-13, Sun-Wed. Grab a few
Before Service Greeters:
flyers in the back and let your friends, famiRobert Comer & Wanda
ly and neighbors know.
Crews
th
After AM Services Greeters: Ladies will meet at 5pm August 20 , in the fellowship
room, to plan our Ladies Day. All ladies are invited to
Linda Blazer & Pauline Butattend.
tram, Nacho & Beverly Bram
Youth Night, August 20th 5pm, Brookline church of
Sunday AM
Christ.
Songleader: Jerry Cruise
Lord’s Table
*Terry Cruise, Justin Kanengieter, Trenton Kanengieter,
Daylon Kanengieter
Opening Prayer: Bob Lewis
Scot Greer
8-20
Closing Prayer: Bobby Lewis August Birthdays
Travis
Hampton
8-20
Jerry Branstetter 8-3
Sermon: Eddie Watkins
Diana
Greer
8-21
Jim King
8-3
Jaren
Hamilton
8-21
Sunday PM
Ernestine Sandoz 8-6
Songleader: Wm. Wood
Lord’s Table: Jim Cruise
Opening Prayer: John Hopkins
Closing Prayer: Travis Hampton
Sermon: Eddie Watkins
Wednesday Night
Devotional: Randy Hyder
Songleader: Eddie Watkins
Prayer: Scott Greer
Statistics for Aug. 13, 2017
AM Worship
98
PM Worship
76
Midweek
78
Total Contr.
$2088

Jeff Fisher
Thad Layne
William Dill
Shawna Page
Randy Crews
Wanda Crews

8-9
8-14
8-15
8-17
8-18
8-20

Ron Peck
8-24
Luther Sheppard 8-30

August Anniversaries
Eddie & Jennifer Watkins 8-7
Bobby & Missy Lewis
8-8
Monty & Glenda Farley 8-8

Fair Haven Children’s Home Needs

Taco sauce juice vinegar pumpkin miracle whip oats olive
oil cake icing peanut butter canned chicken cookie mix spices BBQ sauce canned salmon yellow hominy gravy mix
crushed pineapple pineapple chunks crackers liquid fabric
softener paper plates hand soap shout toothpaste deodorant
toilet bowl cleaner cleaning supplies fabric sheets trash bags
cascade disinfectant wipes freezer bags

Prayer List

Jamie Westcomb, Nicole’s friend, has
stage 4 kidney and liver cancer.
Brock Henslee is in Cox So. Pediatric
David Page is undergoing treatment for
unit (as of Friday) hoping to come
prostate cancer.
home soon.
Stephany Rogers, Dean Sitton’s daughCondolences to Suzi Doty on the passing
ter has had a stroke.
of her mother-in-law, Thelma.
Connie Isis has a friend with cancer.
Kelly Herman is having medical issues.
Beth Adams has resumed chemo.
Lisa Plunkett Martin has a recurring
Daniel Henslee and family, Steve &
bacterial infection which can potentialMichelle’s son-in-law.
ly destroy her kidneys.
Robert Comer’s step-dad Ray is having
Marcie Marchand’s mother, Donna
problems with his blood.
Plummer, has been diagnosed with
Tim Warden, Janet Haffner’s brother, is
leukemia.
taking treatment for leukemia.
David Doherty fell and broke his wrist.
Andy Novinger who is fighting Thyroid
Will see surgeon this week.
Cancer.
Kay Lewis is recuperating from knee surRemember the home bound
gery.
 Harry Price (Marshfield Care Center)
Janet Haffner broke her wrist and had
surgery last Tuesday.
 Paul and Ernestine Sandoz
Dianne Doty, Suzi Doty’s sister-in-law,
 Estelline Jones
getting meds to make her comfortable  Ina Gillette (Colonial Springs in Buffawith her cancer.
lo)
Donna Daily (Jerry & Pat Cruise’s neigh Pat Lamb (Marshfield Care Center)
bor) is starting treatment for breast
 Judy Barrow (Webco Manor)
cancer.
Arthur Bodine is home recovering from  Bonnie Doherty (Webco East)
his radiation treatments.
 Zoe Lawless of Conway (Webco)
Jim Chittendon, friend of Ron and
 Rosalie Rosenberger (Thad Layne’s
Cathy Thompson (member of the
sister) is in a nursing home in Jax, FL.
Lord’s church) surgery was cut short
because of the spread of cancer.
Missy & Bobby Lewis are having health
problems.
Joanne Lawrence’s nephew, Micaiah
Sedlacek (17) has kidney failure and
is on dialysis and is waiting on a kidney
replacement.

